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Astrology is a language. If you understand this (anguage, the sky speaks to you.
—Dane Rudhyar

Introduction

For accurate chart interpretation, the astrological symbols need to be defined correct-
ly, and express the way they are defined. This has not been the case with the lunar
nodes (hereafter referred to as the nodes). They have acquired a multitude of contra-
dictory meanings, none of which seem empirically precise. Currently, the popular
nodal paradigm is that the North Node is good and helpful, and the South Node is evil
and difficult. Planets benefit through contact with the North Node and are harmed
through contact with the South Node. House position is of paramount importance: the
North Node house indicates the area of life to embrace, while the South Node house
shows activities to avoid. In practice, this delineation does not work consistently.
Some people perform well in the house tenanted by their South Node, while for others
neither nodal house is dominant. In addition, a planet conjunct the North Node is not
always helpful, and a planet conjunct the South Node is not always ruinous. These
observations, coupled with a desire to learn how the nodes reliably functioned in a
chart, were the impetus for this research.

I began with a literature review, studying where the nodal meaning originated, how
it evolved, and how it worked in practice. In the science of astrology, the actions of the
symbols are verified through observation. Over time, the nodes taught me their mean-
ing. We have been interpreting them inappropriately. The current delineation rests
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upon error, confusion, and omission. In the text, the misconceptions are outlined,
solutions are offered, and a new method of delineation is proposed and tested in a
multitude of charts. This is not a beginner’s text, nor is it a cookbook, but rather a
practical examination of how the nodes operate in the horoscope. It is a book primari-
ly dedicated to natal delineation and ex post facto prediction, where the information
given by the nodes is viewed in the context of the entire chart. International readers
should be aware that the majority of charts pertain to U.S. public figures and U.S.
news (writers must write what they know).

Some astrologers maintain that the nodes convey information regarding reincarna-
tion and experiences in previous lives. With no way to prove or disprove this, I disre-
gard it. I find that the whole chart is fated, with the nodes no more so than other
points.

The text begins with a historical review of the nodes. In Chapter 1, I describe the
Eastern (Jyotish) understanding of the lunar nodes, and the eclipse myth that explains
the symbolism. Turning to the West where there is no traditional nodal myth, I trace
the evolution of meaning over the past hundred years, with an emphasis on the con-
tradictions and how they may be resolved.

Going back to basics, in Chapter 2, I outline the nodes, bendings, and eclipses as-
tronomically. I look at the nodes in reference to both the lunar orbit and the seasons of
the sun. I examine the differences in the energy fields of the ‘North’ and ‘South.’

In Chapter 3, I offer a new method of natal delineation of the nodes and describe
how to use the nodes in forecasting.

In Chapters 4-25, the method of delineation is applied to the charts of numerous
personalities and mundane events (elections, natural disasters, and the stock market).
The natal charts are delineated in depth, although the focus is on the expression of the
nodal energy. I also examine prominent life events through the lens of the nodes and
the most recent solar eclipse.

In Chapter 26, I summarize a Greek myth that does reflect the archetype of the
nodes and illustrates the human predicament. When viewed from a perspective of the
nodes, the cohesive theme of a chart becomes clear. The nodal energy animates a
chart and describes a course of purposeful action that gives life meaning.
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Introduction

Trained as a scientist, I initially sought to critically examine the observable action
of the nodes and disregard what could not be objectively verified. My intent was to
keep the study scientific—but the nodes don’t roll that way! The nodal literature is
permeated with a spiritual connotation I wanted to ignore, but which proved impossi-
ble. Immersed in the nodes, the enchanted otherworld quickly appeared. This is not
the sole purview of the nodes, but of astrology, where planetary events mimic human
experiences in a correspondence that inspires wonder and amazement, and conjures

the mystery and magic of the universe.
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